
The Honorable Brooke Rollins 
Secretary of Agriculture 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

The Honorable Scott Bessent 
Secretary of the Treasury 
U.S. Department of the Treasury 
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20220 

Dear Secretary Rollins and Secretary Bessent: 

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we want to extend our appreciation for your 
continued commitment to American agriculture and for confirming the $12 billion Farm Bridge 
Assistance Program (FBA) to support farmers during this turbulent time. Your efforts to defend 
American producers in global trade negotiations have not gone unnoticed. 

Following the President’s response during the press briefing on FBA regarding China’s 
purchases of U.S. flue-cured tobacco, we want to thank you for your willingness to support 
flue-cured farmers. However, in a letter to the President, our organizations respectfully 
informed the President, flue-cured tobacco farmers are not okay. Global conditions have 
deteriorated sharply, driven in part by a steep contraction from one of our most influential 
buyers: China is purchasing significantly less tobacco than in previous years, creating 
immediate and widespread pressure across the U.S. market. As of August 2025, U.S. flue-cured 
tobacco exports have declined 20–25% (U.S. Trade Census), and farm gate prices for exported 
leaf were down an additional 15-20%. Even if tobacco is included in the current trade agreement 
with China, the 2025 season is over. Farmers already lost money. These losses compound 
sharply rising input costs placing many growers in a precarious financial position as they prepare 
for the 2026 season. 

International competitors continue to intensify that pressure. Nations such as Zimbabwe and 
Brazil maintain far lower labor expenses, minimal regulatory standards, and substantial 
government support, enabling them to undercut U.S. growers in price-sensitive markets. 
Meanwhile, U.S. tobacco farmers face: 

• The highest labor costs in the global tobacco sector, 
• The strictest sustainability, compliance, and reporting requirements, and 
• The limitations and misinterpretations imposed by the Doggett Amendment, prevent 

USDA, the State Department, or any federal agency from supporting tobacco in trade 
negotiations, market promotion, or export development. 

This leaves American growers without access to the very tools our competitors rely on and strips 
us of basic representation in international trade - despite being among the most heavily taxed 
commodities in U.S. agriculture. 



As collaborative organizations, we consistently work to support American growers through 
export promotion, technical training, sustainability initiatives, and market development. We have 
adopted a slogan with your trade philosophy in mind: “We are proud of our tobacco - Cured 
in the USA.” 

Yet pride alone cannot overcome the structural disadvantage imposed on U.S. producers or the 
steep market decline we face today. 
 
Given the severity of the current downturn and the fact that the FBA excludes tobacco, we 
respectfully request your consideration for additional relief or inclusion in future bridge 
programs. Without targeted support, we face the real possibility of losing family-owned farms 
and the rural economic infrastructure built around them. There is clear precedent for such 
support: tobacco growers were included in the market facilitation programs during the first 
Trump Administration. 
 
Equally important, we request that you work with tobacco state’s agricultural leaders on long 
term policy solutions to address our commodity’s trade disparities.  
 
Tobacco growers have always shown resilience, discipline, and loyalty to American agriculture. 
They seek only a fair opportunity to compete in the global marketplace.  
 
We would welcome the opportunity to provide additional information or meet with your teams at 
any time. Thank you for your leadership and for your continued commitment to ensuring that all 
American farmers - including those who grow tobacco - have a chance to succeed. 
 
Sincerely,  

The Undersigned Organizations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Graham Boyd 
CEO / Executive Vice President 
North Carolina Tobacco Growers 
Association 

 
 
 

 
Lee Wicker 
Deputy Director  
NC Growers Association  

 
 
 

 
Michelle Grainger 
Executive Director 
North Carolina Sweetpotato Commission 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Evan Kleinhans 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
AgCarolina Farm Credit  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Chad Puryear 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
AgSouth Farm Credit  

 
 
 

 
Jeffrey Lee 
President  
North Carolina Agribusiness Council  

 

 
Kimberly Foley 
Executive Director 
Tobacco Associates, Inc. 

 

 

Jay Jennings 
President 
Virginia Tobacco Growers Association 

 

 

 



 
Shawn Harding 
President  
North Carolina Farm Bureau 

 
 
 

 
Harry Ott 
President  
South Carolina Farm Bureau  

 
 
 
 

 
Scott Sink 
President 
Virginia Farm Bureau 
 
 

 
Ray Starling 
General Counsel  
North Carolina Chamber  

 
 
 
 

 
Tom McCall 
President 
Georgia Farm Bureau 

 
 
 
 

 
Laurie Barnhart 
President  
Agricultural Alliance of North Carolina 

 


