
 

 

The Honorable Donald J. Trump   
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW  
Washington, D.C. 20500  
 
Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing to you to share an important update regarding the tobacco farm families in the 
southeastern United States. 

Yesterday during a press conference in the oval oLice, a reporter inquired if flue-cured tobacco 
would be included in the $12 billion of tariL assistance support because of market impacts. 

We appreciate your comments that tobacco has benefited from your leadership and policies. We 
are grateful for all your support during both terms in oLice. You are the only President in modern 
times that pledged support for our farm sector as you campaigned across North Carolina.  

However, in relation to the reporters inquiry; it is accurate that China and additional Asian 
customers made a deliberate exit from our market this season due to the tariLs. On May 29th China 
wrote to the US leaf merchants that it would not honor its purchase as much as sixty million pounds 
of flue-cured leaf in 2025. 

This exit resulted in adverse impacts on prices and values as the season progressed. The surplus 
created a soft demand that caused a market downturn of twenty-seven cents per pound on 
average. We can substantiate this figure by the known floor price diLerence between 2024 and 2025 
markets. We can also determine it by dividing the retail quality grade volume of 260 million pounds 
sold into the sixty-eight million abandoned procurement intentions. 

Mr. President, we respectfully request that your oLice consider making sure that flue-cured 
tobacco is eligible for participation in the tariL market mitigation assistance program. It would only 
require approximately seventy million dollars to provide much needed economic assistance.  

In addition, we greatly need the China volume of business. They are an important export customer 
for whom we appreciate and wish to maintain good relations with. Their historical average of eighty 
million pounds for farm weight tobacco represents $200 million in farm value alone. As you 
continue to negotiate tariL resolutions, please use and include our commodity as one of your 
negotiating priorities. 

Thank you, Mr. President, for your commitment to our American farm families and for your attention 
to the needs of our tobacco farmers on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

 

 



 

 

 
Graham Boyd 
CEO / Executive Vice President 
North Carolina Tobacco Growers 
Association 

 
 
 

 
Lee Wicker 
Deputy Director  
NC Growers Association  

 
 
 

 
Michelle Grainger 
Executive Director 
North Carolina Sweetpotato Commission 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Evan Kleinhans 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
AgCarolina Farm Credit  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Chad Puryear 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
AgSouth Farm Credit  

 
 
 

 
Jeffrey Lee 
President  
North Carolina Agribusiness Council  

 

 
Kimberly Foley 
Executive Director 
Tobacco Associates, Inc. 

 

 

Jay Jennings 
President 
Virginia Tobacco Growers Association 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Shawn Harding 
President  
North Carolina Farm Bureau 

 
 
 

 
Harry Ott 
President  
South Carolina Farm Bureau  

 
 
 
 

 
Scott Sink 
President 
Virginia Farm Bureau 
 
 

 
Ray Starling 
General Counsel  
North Carolina Chamber  

 
 
 
 

 
Tom McCall 
President 
Georgia Farm Bureau 

 
 
 
 

 
Laurie Barnhart 
President  
Agricultural Alliance of North Carolina 

 
 


